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Further to my letter of 25 May, advising you that I would inform you of the latest position on 
the Glasgow 2018 Youth Olympic Games (YOG) bid post-recess, I am delighted to now 
provide you with such an update in the Annex to this letter. 
 
The current status is that the bid document is being formatted and translated into French, as 
required by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) before submission in the middle of 
this month.  An Executive Summary will be produced that will be made available to the 
public. 
 
I trust you will find the information helpful. 

 
 
 
 
 
SHONA ROBISON 
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ANNEX 
 
Key facts and dates 
 

 Glasgow's bid is based on a strong partnership between Glasgow City Council, the 
Scottish Government and the British Olympic Association (BOA) and has the full support 
of government at all levels, including the UK Government. 

 The other 2018 YOG Candidate Cities are Buenos Aires, Guadalajara, Medellin, Poznan 
and Rotterdam. 

 The bid must be submitted by 15 October.  The shortlisting of YOG Candidate Cities by 
the IOC will take place on 12-13 February 2013, and election of the Host City will take 
place on 3-4 July 2013. 

 
Finance 
 

 Both the Scottish Government and Glasgow City Council have approved the Games 
delivery budget which would be split 70/30 respectively.  This includes capital costs and 
contingency.  The estimated net Games budget for staging the YOG at 2018 prices is 
£203.812 million.  With a contingency of £30.5m added, this amounts to £234.312m. 

 Similar to Glasgow 2014, the Scottish Ministers are required to provide financial 
guarantees covering a potential economic shortfall in the YOG Operating Committee 
budget.  This contingent liability was considered (in private, to abide with strict 
confidentiality rules) and approved by the Finance Committee on 12 September. 

 
Why Glasgow and Scotland? 
 

 By 2018 Scotland could be one of the few countries in the world with an Olympic city 
status.  The timing is right, allowing us to utilise the IOC’s appreciation of the legacy 
elements of London 2012 and pointing out the additional plans around Glasgow 2014. 

 We have a natural fit with the IOC’s desires on the YOG - quality infrastructure in place 
already with no significant capital spend; a strength in the culture and education fields 
allowing depth and innovation in our culture and education programme; a reputation for 
our warm welcome and passion for sport. 

 Key benefits could be achieved in job creation, media exposure, tourism and business to 
business opportunities.  The bidding rules preclude us from having more meaningful 
discussion with potential sponsors but there is strong anecdotal evidence that interest 
would be significant from conversations in London with large international companies. 

 
Glasgow’s vision for the YOG 
 

 Our vision is to provide a Youth Olympic Games that empowers young people worldwide 
to believe they can be champions in their lives, and inspires the world to support them.   

 The mission is to deliver a vote-winning proposition with the talents and aspirations of 
young people at its heart that celebrates a contemporary, culture-rich, and surprising 
Scotland and amplifies the legacy from the London 2012 and Glasgow 2014 Games. 

 Young people have played a vital role in the development of the “Be a Champion in Your 
Life” campaign, leading the launch event on 19 June and the creation of the Glasgow 
2018 word mark. 

 The YOG would promote the development of high-performance sport in Glasgow, 
Scotland and the UK, helping to bring through a new generation of medal winning 
athletes. 
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 Of equal importance is a Cultural and Education Programme and Glasgow 2018 would 
celebrate the city’s rich history and vibrant cultural scene. 

 
Website and Social Media 
 

 The Bid website is now up and running (http://www.glasgow2018.com/) along with 
Facebook and Twitter accounts that provide ongoing dialogue and the opportunity to 
push out key messages to followers and friends of the bid on a daily basis.  Social media 
is the language of young people and so it is crucially important that these tools form a 
key part of our campaign.  They are also cost effective and immediate and allow ongoing 
dialogue with key target audiences. 

 
Back the Bid Campaign 
 

 During the bidding phase, promotion of the Bid is limited by IOC rules to the UK region.  
A domestic campaign commenced on 20 August across a variety of media to build on 
the early launch, targeting young people, media, business, the general public and 
sporting/cultural organisations. 

http://www.glasgow2018.com/

